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“TO SEE BOB DYLAN PLAY in a
small club isn’t that what every Dylan
fan dreams about? The dream was
indeed coming true at least for 600 of
. his fans in Stockholm when a warm-
up gig was announced to take place
the day before the actual start of the
European tour at the Globe Arena in
Stockholm. The venue chosen for the
warm-up concert was Debaser Medis,
a very popular rock club. Minutes
after the concert was announced fans
started gathering outside the ticket
office and a day and a half later the
lucky few had secured tickets for this
once-in-a-lifetime show.

The atmosphere in the club was
electric when Bob Dylan and his band
entered the stage and you could
almost feel a unison gasp from the
crowd when Bob reaches for his elec-
tric guitar and straps it on. It seems
like ages ago he abandoned the guitar
in lieu of keyboards, so it's nice to see
him centre stage with a guitar again.

The audience is ready to make this

evening into something very special
! and an ovation greets the opening

—_—

chords of the first song, “Most Likely
You Go Your Way And I'll Go Mine".
It's followed by “Not Dark Yet” which
is given the slow and majestic treat-
ment the song requires. It's a lovely
performance which goes down well
with the excited crowd.

Dylan seems focused from the
very start of the show and it's fasci-
nating to see the band close up; they
keep their eyes on Dylan all the time,
looking out for those little signals with
which he conducts the band. Dylan’s
singing is great and he bends his
knees and sways to the music. In
short, he seems to be enjoying him-
self.

The concert continues with solid
versions of "I'lll Be Your Baby
Tonight”, "It's Alright, Ma (I'm Only
Bleeding)”, a slightly re-written “Tears
Of Rage” and "Highway 61 Revisited”.
The latter is heavy stuff which could |
knock your brains out. However,
things calm down with the next song:
a nice and mellow version of “Lay,
Lady, Lay"”, which is well received by
the audience.
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After seven songs Dylan switches
to keyboards and the band kicks into
a boisterous version of “Rollin’ And
Tumblin'™, the first of two songs from

. “Modern Times” played tonight. This

is a real rocker and the audience goes
wild. Dylan decides to slow things
down with a soft and tasteful rendition

of “To Ramona”. Again the audience

explodes in cheers as he reaches for
his harmonica for the first and only
time this evening.

“Country Pie” gets the usual

“country swing” treatment and is nice

enough although it’s hardly one of
Bob’s best songs. The opposite goes
for the next two songs, which in turn
Is the epic “Tangled Up In Blue” and
the classic “A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna
Fall”. The latter is done exceptionally
well and is one of the highlights of the
concert. Bass player Tony Garnier
who's been in Dylan’'s band for 18
years now, switches to acoustic bass
for the rockabilly number “Summer
Days”, which is the final song. Bob
Dylan leaves the stage to the sound of
applause, cheers,
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whistling and stomping during which
the entire building must have been
close to collapsing.

Dylan and the band return for three
encores, the first one is one of the
greatest songs of all times, “Like A
Rolling Stone”. The song is usually a
real crowd pleaser and tonight is no
exception. This is followed by a thun-
dering “Thunder On The Mountain”
and “All Along The Watchtower”.
Dylan gives us wave with his hat and
strolls off stage accompanied by
deafening applause.

Was this a classic concert
moment? Well, it certainly will be
mentioned among those classic con-
certs in Stockholm, e.g. Bruce
Springsteen in 1975 and Bob Marley
in 1980 etc. The overall impression is
that this was a solid performance,
maybe even a great one and there is
no doubt that it will be talked about
for a long time by the lucky 600 who
were there to witness this “open
rehearsal”. After all, to see Bob Dylan
play in a small club isn't that what

| every Dylan fan dreams about?
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